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(54) NETWORK PRINTER 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a network printer in which each 

of a plurality of terminals is notified the fact that the quantity of a fr^^^i 
consumable good required for processing a print request is deficient 

SOLUTION: The network printer NP stores print requests from % 
respective terminals connected with a network sequentially in a job *^ 
storage section 12 and performs printing in a specified order. Residual ^^M"^ 
quantity of various consumable goods required for printing is detected at 
a section 15 for detecting the residual quantity of consumable goods and 
the quantity of each consumable good required for processing not yet 
processed print requests stored in the job storage section 1 2 is 
calculated at a section 14 for calculating required quantity of 
consumable goods. Residual quantity of each consumable good is 
compared with required quantity of consumable good at a section 16 for 
comparing the quantity of consumable good and if the residual quantity 
of some consumable good is deficient for processing not yet processed 
print jobs, an information transmitting section 17 specifies that 
consumable good and transmits alarm information notifying deficiency of 
consumable good to the terminal requesting print. Since the time 
required for recovering from run out of consumable good is shortened, 
availability can be enhanced. 
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